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FROM: Kevin McNaney 
  
SUBJECT: Jim Deva’s Commemoration and Davie Village Public Space Improvements 
  
 
PURPOSE 
 
On October 14, 2014, Council directed staff to report back on consultation done during the 
Heart of Davie Plaza pilot project, as well as options to commemorate Jim Deva. 
 
This memorandum provides an update to Council on the plaza consultation, options for Jim 
Deva’s commemoration, and the Heart of Davie Village public space improvements being 
considered as part of West End Plan implementation. 
 
No action is required by Council. This memo is for information only. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The West End Plan (2013) provides direction to make strategic investments in Davie Village 
public spaces and to enhance its distinct character as an LGBTQ hub. Key improvements 
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include decorative lighting, wider sidewalks, mid-block pedestrian crossings, and a gathering 
space at Davie and Bute Streets (“Heart of Davie”).  
 
The Heart of Davie Plaza, a temporary plaza on Bute Street between Davie Street and the 
lane south, was a community-initiated pilot project that happened through the West End 
planning process. It ran from July 2013 until September 2014. 
 
In October 2014, Council supported a Motion directing staff to report back on consultation 
done during the pilot project, as well as to explore options to identify an appropriate place or 
civic asset to be named in recognition of Jim Deva and his lifetime of advocacy, with a view 
to exploring a future, permanent plaza as one option for recognizing Mr. Deva and the history 
and contributions of the LGBTQ community.  
 
In November 2014, the Park Board also supported a Motion directing staff to create a 
memorial that acknowledges Jim Deva’s important contributions to improving the parks, 
public spaces and livability of the West End. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Heart of Davie Plaza Consultation 
 
As part of the pilot project, staff conducted extensive consultation in spring and summer 2014 
with local residents, businesses, visitors and key stakeholders. Opportunities for input 
included a plaza user intercept survey (119 respondents), a resident/business questionnaire 
(online and paper, 641 respondents), email submissions, as well as individual meetings and 
discussions. 
 
Overall there was community support for the pilot plaza, but it needed to “look and feel” like 
a plaza, rather than a closed road.  
 
What the community liked: 
• Provides a community gathering space 
• Recognizes the LGBTQ community and enhances the distinct identity of Davie Village 
• Small scale programming and events  
 
Key concerns/areas for improvement: 
• Should be made permanent with proper investment and design 
• Needs to be comfortable and safe for everyone 
• Should have supportive infrastructure for community events and programming 
• Opportunities for public art and more colour  
• Adjacent businesses should be able to “spill out” into the space 
 
There was strong support for a permanent plaza: 
• Intercept survey: 85% support  
• Resident/business questionnaire: 80% support  
 
The complete consultation summary will be available at vancouver.ca/heartofdavie.  
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Commemorating Jim Deva 
 
In response to Council’s motion, the Civic Asset Naming Committee considered options for 
naming a place or civic asset for Mr. Deva, including a West End laneway or a future plaza at 
Davie and Bute Streets. The Committee approved the addition of “Jim Deva” to the Civic 
Asset Name Reserve List, for use on any civic asset in the West End.   
 
Staff have initiated discussions with Jim Deva’s family to explore options for commemorating 
Mr. Deva. Options identified include: 
• Naming a West End laneway (currently being named for Laneways 2.0 infill housing) 
• Re-naming Davie Street to Deva Street 
• Commemoration/memorial in Nelson Park 
• Naming a future, permanent plaza at Davie and Bute Streets as “Jim Deva Plaza” 
 
The plaza at Davie and Bute was identified as the preferred option. In addition, the idea of 
commemorating Mr. Deva as part of a broader LGBTQ “outdoor museum” component received 
strong support from the family and others. Staff will continue to explore and confirm this 
option with Jim’s family, the LGBTQ Advisory Committee and other key stakeholders. 
 
Park Board staff have confirmed that the preferred option for commemorating Jim Deva at 
the Davie and Bute plaza can satisfy the Park Board motion from November 2014 as well. Park 
Board staff will continue to be engaged throughout the process to ensure the commemoration 
meets the requirements from the Park Board motion. 
  
Heart of Davie Village Public Space Improvements 
 
This is the first significant public space initiative being implemented from the West End Plan. 
 
The project includes three key areas (see Figure 1): 
1. A permanent plaza on Bute Street, south of Davie, including improvements south of the 

lane; 
2. Public space improvements on Bute Street, north of Davie; and, 
3. A mid-block pedestrian crossing and associated public space improvements on Davie Street 

between Bute and Thurlow. 
 
A decorative overhead feature is also being considered for the Bute and Davie intersection. 
 
Design consultant PFS Studio has been retained by the City to prepare the conceptual and 
detailed designs for the public space improvements. 
 
As part of the project, the plaza will be explored as an option for commemorating Jim Deva 
and recognizing the history and contributions of the LGBTQ community. 
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Figure 1: Heart of Davie Village Public Space Improvements 
 
Next Steps 
 
Based on the West End Plan directions and the community input received so far, three design 
concepts for the permanent plaza, and complementary design concepts for the other public 
space improvements, will be prepared. 
 
Community consultation on the design concepts will occur in late April (public open houses 
are scheduled for Saturday, April 25th and Monday, April 27th). Input received will inform the 
design of the preferred plaza concept and other improvements. Community consultation on 
the refined design concept will occur in late May/early June.  
 
Concurrently, staff will continue to engage with key stakeholders, including Jim Deva’s 
family, to explore the preferred option to commemorate Mr. Deva and to recognize the 
history and contributions of the LGBTQ community. 
 
Staff anticipate reporting back to Council in July 2015 with recommendations for: 
• Preferred option for commemorating Jim Deva;  
• Design for the public space improvements, including the permanent plaza; and, 
• Costs and source of funds for construction. 
 
If Council approves the recommendations, construction would occur during fall and winter 
2015/2016, with the goal of opening the new plaza in spring/summer 2016. 
 
In the meantime, staff do not support a temporary plaza on Bute Street south of Davie again 
for summer 2015 because the community expressed a strong desire for the plaza to be made 
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permanent, rather than a road closure with barricades. However, it is anticipated there will 
be several one day special events (e.g. art market) held in the space, in addition to the 
events during Pride Festival. 
 
For more information and updates on the project, please see vancouver.ca/heartofdavie.  
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 

 
Kevin McNaney 
Assistant Director, Vancouver Downtown Division 
tel: 604.871.6851 
kevin.mcnaney@vancouver.ca 
 
 
 
KM/jg 
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